
ASCENSION OF THE LORD  
RCIA MASS OF THANKSGIVING FOR NEOPHYTES 

AND BLESSING AND COMMISSIONING OF RCIA TEAM 
 

At the end of Mass 
 
Introduction The Celebrant introduces the Blessing and 

Commissioning and then invites RCIA coordinator to 
speak about the RCIA process and the role of the 
Team. 

 
RCIA Team members are called forward, face the community. 

 
Celebrant: Lord, we give thanks for our RCIA team members who 

freely share their gifts as they guide and break open the 
Word with those wishing to become part of the Church. 
May your blessings continue to strengthen their 
ministries. 

 
Song   May God Bless and Keep You   Gather 441  
 

Team steps down to the foot of the altar. 
 
RCIA coordinator Outlines the role of Sponsors and calls them forward. 
 

Sponsors face the community. 
Team members stretch out their hands over Sponsors. 

 
Celebrant: Lord, we give thanks for these sponsors, for their 

friendship and guidance. 
May you bless them as they continue to support and 
encourage (name/s of neophytes). 

  
Song   May God bless and Keep You   Gather 441 
 

Sponsors step down. 
 
RCIA coordinator Introduces neophytes by name and invites them to 

share a little of their stories.  
 

Neophytes stand in front of the Team and Sponsors.  
Team and Sponsors have their hands outstretched as we pray. 

 
Celebrant: Lord, we give thanks for the commitment and example 

(name neophytes) have shown us. Through them we 
are challenged and encouraged in our own faith. 
May they continue to be guided by your Spirit as they 
live out their faith in our community. 

 
Song   May God Bless and Keep You   Gather 441 



 
RCIA coordinator  Explains the role of the community in the RCIA process 

and then asks the community to kneel. 
 

The Team, Sponsors neophytes stand  
with arms outstretched over the community. 

 
Celebrant: Lord, we give thanks for our Parish Community’s 

nurture and support (name neophytes) through 
example and prayer. 
May its prayers and actions continue to be a sign of 
blessing and welcome to all who are searching for 
Christ. 

 
Song   May God Bless and Keep You   Gather 441 
 

All Stand 
 
Celebrant  Let us bow our heads and pray for God’s blessing. 
 

This day the Father of light has enlightened the minds 
of the disciples by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. May 
he bless us all and give us the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Response  AMEN 
 
Celebrant: May the fire which hovered over the disciples as 

tongues of flame burn out all evil from our hearts and 
make them flow with pure light. 

 
Response  AMEN 
 
Celebrant God inspired speech in different tongues to proclaim 

one faith. May he strengthen the faith of us all and fulfil 
your hope to see him face to face. 

 
Response  AMEN 
 
Celebrant May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son 

and the Holy Spirit. 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, Alleluia, 
alleluia. 

 
Response  Thanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia 
 
Hymn Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow     

Gather 384 
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